School Activities
held in 2007

e “The Secret” A Movie

Night fund raiser
raised approx
$800.00 for the
Building Fund.

e Plato Day with Mr

David Horan from the

Dublin School raised

approx $1300.00 for

the Building Fund.

e Philosophy & Success
with Mr Shane Mulhall

raised approx
$3000.00

e Meditation Weekend
with Mr Mulhall raised

approx $1000.00.

Major Raffle with first prize
of a Gold Sovereign Coin

Cultural Day 2007
Sunday November 11
(please note date change)

JUST THIS DAY

A day of meditation all
around the world.
November 28, 2007

End of Year

O0Chri st mas Bus

Sattwa Wardrobe
December 2007

If you have any ideas for
Fund Raising Events
please give your
suggestion in writing to :

Gal Kroczek
Frank Butler

To
Philosophy@philosophywa.com.au

D e . .
Durvorld i 8usy and in the turmoil we forget we all share the same space.
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Good Company

Philosophy & Success

Shane Mulhall returned to Perth in June and gave a wonderful
talk entitled ‘Philosophy & Success’. The talk was held at the

Social Science Lecture Theat
for the Fund Raising committee. Approximately 200 people were
privileged to hear Shane"s t
the year.

Shane also conducted a Meditation Weekend on June 23 & 24 at
Wollaston College for students in meditating groups within the School. Approximately 35
students attended the weekend residential and all found the exercises and discussion
greatly improved the appreciation and practice of meditation. Many students were already
wanting to sign up for the next year! We thank Shane for giving us his time and wonderful
insights.

Waterperry 2007

A total of 6 students from the Perth School of Philosophy again went to the
Sanskrit Week at Waterperry, Oxford in the UK in August. The week was
spent in studying a few verses from the Mundaka Upanisad which began with
the statement “Truth alone conqu
come to know the meaning of this statement and others through practice and
service during the week.

Approximately 250 students from around the world attended the event and it
was a great opportunity to meet with other tutors and students of Sanskrit and
exchange ideas and useful teaching methods and resources. During the week
the whole contingent was taken into Oxford one evening to hear the choir

., Discantvs® at Merton Coll ege"s
accompaniment in the chapel setting, was just amazing. The music performed
was from the first three centuries of the great English Choral Tradition. Most of the pieces were in Latin,

and from composers such as Thomas Tallis, Will/|

JUST THIS DAY 2007

truf

Families, communities and countries live with conflict, poverty and disease.
On Wednesday 28th November 2007 everyone, everywhere will have an
opportunity to make a difference. How can we make a difference?

Stop! For Just One Day.

HOW? A world wide map of meditat
for Wednesday, November 28. Many centres of spirituality will open their
doors on this day around the world for anyone wishing to be still and it is
hoped that this stillness will spread out over the world and for one day make a difference in our busy
world.
The School of Philosophy in Perth will therefore open its doors at both 102 Beaufort Street, Perth and
13 Teague Street, in Burswood from 6am (at 102 Beaufort) and 9am (at 13 Teague St) until 7pm at both
premises, for anyone to come and meditate or just be still.. You can come for as much or as little time as
you have available, at any time you choose. More details can be found at:

www.justthisday.org and www.philosophywa.com.au/justthisday
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o School of Philosophy

The purpose of this newsletter is to keep you informed of fund raising and social
School of Philosophy events within the school and also to keep you informed of the progress at Teague
PO Box 8085 Street. As students of the School you are the school and without the support and
generosity of your time, effort and money the school could not exist.

T. 9227 1133

AH: 9379 8073 This then is your newsletter. It is hoped that it can be published both on the web
F: 9379 8074 and in print for the beginning of each term. The events of the previous term will be
E-mail: philosophy@philosophywa.com.au reported and up coming events advertised, both social and fund raising.

Web: www.philosophywa.com.au

We look forward to receiving your suggestions and support.

Bangalore - A Sanskrit Adventure

At the end of August an intrepid bunch of people from Perth, Sydney and Dublin set
off for Bangalore to experience the Sanskrit language in its spoken form. The venue
was a publishing house in a suburb of Bangalore, whose aim is to revive the Sanskrit
language as a spoken language throughout India. Called Samskrita Bharati, the
organization hold classes throughout 2000 centers across India and produces books,
CDs and DVDs which attempt to teach the language in a simple and easy manner.
The lure of hearing the language spoken by natives was enough to get the Irish there
for their third year in a row, and because of their enthusiasm this year we Australians
joined in.

Our party consisted of Jean and Peter Wyder, Bernie and Gai Kroczek, Glenice
Turner and Dianne Kruger all from Perth and Catherine Lennox from Sydney. Joining
us from Ireland were Margaret Hassett and Vincent Wallace. Once there we were also
joined by Paul from Boston and Janaka from Burma, both with a keen interest in learning Sanskrit.

Our host at the Aksharam was Vasuvaj Ji and he looked after us extremely well. They hired a professional chef for the week to cook for us and
he delighted us with a variety of authentic Indian vegetarian food every day.

Some choice photos from the trip can be viewed at www.philosophywa.com.au/SanskritForum/Bangalore.php

Our Sanskrit Tutors were all very highly qualified, most with Masters and some with Phd's in Sanskrit. Very quick and all good fun. All of
them spoke Sanskrit like is was their first language, which it was not.

We studied grammar, conversation, Patanjali's Sutras, & a play by Kalidasa. In addition we also chanted Chapter 12 of the Gita everyday
and attended a public Conversation class in the evenings with about 30 locals. They soon left us far behind! So the day started with an optional
Yoga class at 6am which was a 15 minute walk from the Aksharam. After an hour of that we showered and changed, meditated and arrived for
breakfast at 8.15am.

Our first class started at 9.30am which was Sundya with our grammar class. Here we learned new vocab and verb conjunctions and lots of
useful nipata words for getting through the day. After a short morning tea break of 15 minutes, our next class was with Arti where we chanted
Chapter 12 of the Gita, under her instruction, to a traditional tune for the shloka meter. This was my favourite part of the day. After that we
then looked at a play by Kalidasa which told the story of Parvati's endeavours to attract the attentions of Siva. Arti is particularly interested in
Sanskrit poetry and gave us a very in depth meaning of each verse relating the imagery back to the traditions of the Indian way of life, even
today.

Lunch was at around 12 noon and then we had some free time until our next class at 2.30pm. This was Sri Pada and the Yoga Sutras of
Patanjali. Sri Pada's specialty is this area. Again much like Arti's class he would read a verse and then explain the meaning in great depth as it
related to self realisation. These were more like Philosophy classes and we all found them to be facinating.

Then at 4pm we had a short tea break before Vasuvaj came in to give us some instruction in Sanskrit Conversation. This was the most fun of
all the classes, as Vasuvaj would act out short stories for us to repeat and translate. He also went through the common forms of a variety of
verbs and how they are commonly used in speech.

After a very short break of only 5 minutes or so we would then join a Sanskrit Conversation class to which the general public were invited.
This went from 5.30pm to 7.30pm. Dinasha was the tutor and he was very good. He had a table full of objects for us to learn the vocab for and
then would use these items in making sentences with each day's new concept. So we started with singular forms then to plural, then to present
tense then past and future, then masc, fem and neuter forms and so on. Each day building up the vocab and the ability to construct sentences.
Several of the students from this class put on short Sanskrit plays for the last lesson, including Dianne, Margaret and Vincent! It was a hoot,
and the Indians thought so too!

Also from Dublin, Mr Shane Mulhall joined us for a few days to attend the two day Conference nearby entitled "The Indian Approach to
Calming the Mind". Mr Mulhall was invited to speak to the assembly of 200 or so, very learned and fluent Sanskrit buffs which of course,
included our group. He spoke with enthusiasm about the way in which Sanskrit is taught in the Philosophy Day Schools around the world. The
conference was held at a Gurukulam or High School on the outskirts of Bangalore. Mr Mulhall was very well received. Sri Pada one of our
tutors also spoke at the conference.

All in all a fantastic experience, and wonderful to hear the Sanskrit language spoken so clearly and with such enthusiasm. Vasuvaj and his
wife have made Sanskrit their foremost language at home. They have two year old twins, who speak only Sanskrit.

Many thanks to Margaret Hassett , whose enthusiasm and drive was very instrumental in getting us from Perth to go on this Sanskrit
Adventure. Vincent too, was very helpful and most resourceful during our stay.

So if anyone is interested in going to this Aksharam please email Margaret at margaret.hassett@city-learning.com as she is organising another
trip at the end of December. It is a once in a lifetime experience to discover Sanskrit at a grass roots level.

Love is the natural in between!
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